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Medieval or Later Rural Settlement Working Group: Seminar to identify priorities, 1st May 2003 (cont.)

This seminar was arranged by the Medieval or Later Rural Settlement Working Group (MoLRS) to help in the setting of priorities for action for the understanding, conservation and management of rural settlement in Scotland. A list of participants is given at the end of this note. 

Background

Three themes had been identified in advance by the group which were

· Identification and Recording of the MoLRS resource. 

· Evaluation, Protection and Management of MoLRS and Raising Awareness about them.

· Enhancing the knowledge base

The meeting was arranged with the following objectives:

1. To establish where we want to be in each of three themes in (a) 5 years, (b) 10 years and (c) 20 years.

2. To determine how we are to achieve this.

In order to set the scene for the day, Robin Turner set out his vision for the future of the MoLRS resource in Scotland in the next 20 years. A summary of his key points is attached at appendix i).

Two members of the Working Group were asked to speak to each of the key themes, and their main points are given below.

Identification and recording

Jack Stevenson

· Survey and recording are the key building blocks for research and discussion

· Collecting data is not an end in itself but only a means to greater understanding

· First Edition Survey Project has added 25000 MoLRS related records to the National Monuments Record

· Need for more excavation including, large scale stripping, combined with other contributions

· Co-operative and integrated programmes of research

· A consideration of whether current recording methods are appropriate and whether different approaches should be considered

Within 5 years he would like to see:

· The work of voluntary groups integrated more strongly with that of professionals (a two way process!), including increased use of GPS in recording, and the assessment of documentary sources

· The development of the settlement history approach

· A greater emphasis on where we are going and not where we have come from

Ian Shepherd

· The scale and quantity of the resource demands rapid broad scale survey, and the aerial photography programme is likely to be a useful tool

· 5-year vision - to make the general mapping and survey of sites of interest to everyone, as in that way more people will want to see their sites included.

· 10-year vision – to see the testing of some models that have been generated, and to see the study of the settlement edge as well as the core; to see research advancing on the widest front including existing initiatives such as the Historic Landuse Assessment and the First Edition Survey Project with place name study, woodland history and artefact research.

· 20-year vision – to see advanced on-line access of wider material and to see interventions in more unlikely areas

Protection and Management

Tim Yarnell

· Value of MoLRS remains lies in two key areas. (i) a very real link  - a gateway to the past for current occupiers and managers of sites; (ii) a highly visible resource with significance in scale of survival; 

· If archaeology is about people, then the MoLRS resource is central and sees need to get people out to experience these sites in their landscape setting

· Considering protection in mainly rural locations where forestry and grazing are most significant issues, and to find ways of supporting sympathetic 

· Need to tackle the benign neglect of the resource at the landscape scale, and noted the potential problems with wanting to present a site, while recognising issues of health and safety and legal liability.

Sarah Govan

· Recognised the basic problems of a ubiquitous resource – how do we know which elements should be protected when we do not have a clear understanding of the nature of the resource across the country

· Need to consider what it is we actually value about the MoLRS resource, which will help us to understand remains from the medieval through to late 19th century farmsteads.

· Need to find ways to communicate with the landowners and managers who are fundamental in ensuring the long term survival of sites

Research – or enhancing the knowledge base

Chris Dalglish

· Think globally, dig locally

· Sees the 1995 document produced by GUARD as providing a key focus for research

· A regional characterisation and landscape approach need to be placed at the centre and proposed regional research frameworks

· Recognised the importance of human/environmental interactions as well as people/people interactions – need to understand the importance of key processes that affect rural society

Richard Tipping

· Importance of thinking broadly and within a landscape context – Scotland provides a good scale

· Importance of ideas with interdisciplinarity 

· Potential for MoLRS research to provide answers within the broader context of the analysis of past landscapes

The group then broke out into workshop groups to discuss the issues presented in the morning session.  Key elements from the reporters’ notes for each session are given below.

Group 1 (focussing on identification and recording)

· Availability of data, maps and AP’s

· Access to resources – personnel and financial

· Need to explain available data and how to use it

· Develop training

· Professional/amateur network – need for decentralised co-ordinators (changing role of professionals to more advisory role)

· Identify and respond to key pressures and threats 

· Landscape is dynamic and sites can be reused – balance between conservation and continued use

· Possible publications – atlas; popular

· Need to move away from scheduling towards land management policies and schemes and land management contracts

· Advisory role of professionals and lobbying role – especially community planning

· Raise MoLRS profile through archaeology month

· Identify special areas/landscapes

· Improve attitude among key organisations and landholders

· Monitoring of resource

· Apply HLA/FESP/survey information to conservation strategies at national/regional level

· Need to consider site scale and landscape scale

· Develop best practice in National Parks, NTS properties etc

· Education of decision makers

· Demonstrate rate of loss and significance of loss

· Use of MoLRS in promotion/education

· Potential for tourism – tapping into local connections with sites

· Need for large scale research projects for key issues (on model of Ben Lawers)

· Tapping into EU – facilitate through project officer

· Provide training and improve professional and amateur networks on an inter-disciplinary level

· Identifying key research questions – bipolar link between N Europe and Scotland; how do we explain variety

· Landscape scale of the resource is a particular strength in Scotland

· Shorewatch model

· Pursue funding research project for key issues

· Develop and make available research frameworks

· Support local research projects and link to the framework

· Key vision is a healthy MoLRS resource that is better known and better understood

· Link reactive and localised projects to broader questions

· Photograph/plan every MoLRS site

· National AP/remote sensing survey to identify all sites?

· Defence of Britain as model

· Test pit challenge and ‘get your teeth into MoLRS’

· Test FESP data through remote sensing (NERC)

· Scan estate maps

10-20 year focus

· Consolidate and review over 5-10 years

· Focus on more Ben Lawers historic landscape type projects

· International forum for national data

· Conservation strategies

· Education and publication – atlas approach both on-line and hard copy

· Tertiary interest and enthusiasm

· International context

· Need for common terminology/methodology (within reason)

· Sacrificial approach – salvage excavation of sites

· Research coordinators on Swedish model

· How does MoLRS work fit with other research programmes?

Group 2 (focussing on evaluation, protection and management)

· Looking back 10 years, we were faced with a problem that was too big with very little knowledge and too few resources

· Looking forward for 20 years in a context of landuse change with a possible decline a landscape of food production.

· Examine all approaches known to be derived from more vibrant research – global concepts idea

· Place MoLRS profile amongst professional  and public interests (sparrows)

· Simplify terminology for more immediate perception of time depth in the rural landscape

· Want new more flexible measure of protection with both statutory and incentive-based devices

· Importance of embedding MoLRS in broader landscape (not necessarily rural) studies

· Greater public appreciation, interest and value

· Institutional change – more expenditure/more cash? Proactive not reactive

· Archaeological institutions – more published peer review 

· Promotion of public/landowner interest

· Creation of post to integrate research, rescue and local groups; training via SCAPE/Shorewatch type post

· Targeted action – a year/month of MoLRS

· Exploitation or access provision – as in FESP and Canmap

· Targeting of institutions

· National MoLRS scheme

· Understanding of the medieval

· Refined evaluation system

· Understanding of wider context of MoLRS embedded within wider scholarship

· New designations beyond scheduling, including landscapes and better protection through incentives

· Inclusion in 5-14 and 14+ curriculum

· Need to understand regional differences and also how the people fit in to our understanding of the past

· Leadership for research, strategic planning and prioritisation

· Importance of synthesis in understanding of time depth – but consideration of constraints in who would do it, who has time?

Group 3 (focussing initially on enhancing the knowledge base)

· Consideration of international questions and the opportunities to learn from work elsewhere around the world

· Consideration of transitions and the rate of change can contribute to our understanding of the medieval landscape.

· Need for a bigger vision, but interlinking with local initiatives  - the reverse being the interest of local people in their place within the bigger picture

· Idea of inherited landscapes – emerging as a significant theme

· Instead of delivering specific themes should we define different ways of approaching research

· Potential for study of oral history, particularly in the funding support that can be attracted; but importance of inter-disciplinary framework

· Note that good projects tend to emerge when a specific individual is the driving force – if this is the case should we focus efforts on encouraging more students to do MoLRS research

· Importance of knowing who else is contributing to MoLRS research so we don’t reinvent the wheel – a communication network

· Mention of the pathways to cultural landscapes project – www.pcl-eu.de 

· Problem of surveys that are completed and then no longer referred to – surely a survey is simply the start of the research process for an area; communities should feel that there is much to be added to professional surveys such as those by units or RCAHMS.

· How can we harness the strong enthusiasm in local areas? Importance of involving everyone

· Need for research agendas identified

· Should guidance be generated for those who are interested in working in the MoLRS field

· Should the term ‘MoLRS’ be simplified to cover simply ‘Rural Settlement’

· A lot of consideration about farming and woodland, but what about fishing and seascapes; and what about the urban fringe?

· Suggestion of an Atlas of MoLRS in Scotland that could be disseminated easily and cheaply

· Opportunity for an interactive discussion element to the new website

The group identified certain priorities for action, in no particular order

(a) Improved communication at all levels – from local to international

(b) An atlas of MoLRS in Scotland (10-20 year aim – perhaps not yet ready to do this?)

(c) Development of a handbook of site types, perhaps published on the web to allow for incremental progress (1-5 years)

(d)  Need for a statement of knowledge – where are the gaps

(e) major international/European conference with invited papers and specific objectives (1-5 years)

(f) Scottish roadshows

(g) More searchable NMRS – how do people want to use the information

(h) Aim to have local communities complementing the NMRS, complementing research agendas

(i) Recording guidelines for volunteers, something like the CBA handbook on 20th Century Defences

(j) Generic article that could be sent to all local history publications in order to reach everyone who may be interested

(k) Revised publication of Adams ‘Agrarian terminology’ book

(l) A forum for discussing research frameworks, which could include transitional periods and landscapes, multi-disciplinary and international elements, identification of the big questions.

Concluding Discussion

The chairman introduced the discussion by picking up on the main themes that seemed to emerge from the workshop sessions. There were:

· Greater access to resources for research

· Better links between the professional and voluntary sectors

· More large scale projects on the Ben Lawers model

· Better publicity and publication of on-going work

· Improved management emerging from research

· Greater access to information on MoLRS for all

A summary of the points raised in discussion follows:

· The web is an immediate vehicle for awareness raising, and that it was important to promote the existence of the new website as widely as possible. 

· Need to consider how people can access the wide range of existing information sources, and how they want to use it

· Possibility of extracting all MoLRS entries for DES and publishing them separately

· Suggestion of a MoLRS ‘shorewatch’ equivalent to appoint a team to raise awareness about the resource and train local people to recognise and record; this raised the issue of a broader fund raiser post

· Could capitalise/emulate the LEARN website for those looking for research topics

· Concern at lack of specific interest in this topic across Scottish Universities and potential for working through student archaeological societies

· Importance of raising awareness and suggestions for mechanisms, such as a conference, to draw together other disciplines

· Importance of broader landscape studies was discussed

· How do we take forward the professional/voluntary links – training day and discussion group; website…..

· Primary aim should be to be in a position to no longer need discussions such as this

· Concerns about slow progress and the problem of achieving the energy and enthusiasm needed on a broader scale – those involved currently don’t have the necessary resources to make things work at a local level

· Possibility on building on successful groups – eg TAFAC and ACFA

· Idea of appointing a co-ordinator SCAPE style was discussed – should it be a 5-year aim to have someone in post

· Discussion around trend towards devolved decision making with MoLRS being perhaps one of the more vulnerable resources

· Question raised about purpose of MoLRS group – are we simply talking about identifying ruins in the landscape and protecting them? Agreement that this was a factor but the important factor lies in understanding and promoting that understanding.

The Chairman drew the meeting to a close with thanks to all for their contributions. The Working Group would be meeting shortly to discuss how to move forward from here. He encouraged everyone to look at the new website at www.molrs.org.uk and welcomed any comments and suggestions people might have.

He thanked the National Trust for Scotland for hosting the meeting and Historic Scotland for providing lunch.

Sarah Govan

12th June 2003

Practical Actions Drawn from Group Discussions

Identification and recording

· Provide training in recording and survey 

· Photograph and/or plan every MoLRS site (a la DoB??)

· National AP/remote sensing survey to identify all sites

· Test FESP through remote sensing data

· Scan estate maps

· Handbook of site types, published initially on the web, allowing for incremental progress

Evaluation, protection and management 

· Develop of alternative options for protection, beyond scheduling

· Develop best practice in national parks, key properties

· Develop a strategy for conservation

· Refined system of evaluation

Raising Awareness and networking

· Regional co-ordinators to raise awareness and develop a network across Scotland covering voluntary and professional groupings

· Publication of atlas of Scottish MoLRS, on the lines of the Atlas of Scottish History to 1707

· Raise MoLRS profile through Archaeology month, and other promotion mechanisms

· Development of a common terminology/methodology

· Inclusion in education curricula

· Changing the term MoLRS be simplified to ‘Rural settlement in Scotland’?

· Major international and inter-disciplinary conference inviting papers on agreed themes

· Generic article that could be circulated to all local history publications

· Discussion forum on website

Research

· Application of national surveys (FESP, HLA) to development of research and conservation

· Development of large-scale inter-disciplinary research projects for key issues (following Ben Lawers model)

· Develop and promote regional research frameworks in national and international context

· Support local research projects and encourage links to research frameworks

· Development of research co-ordinators (on the Swedish model)

· Development of strategy for synthesis – or perhaps a statement of knowledge

· Revised publication of I H Adams ‘Agrarian Landscape Terms - a Glossary for Historical Geography’
Overarching

· Appointment of a SCAPE style co-ordinator whose function will be to move forward on a range of issues.

MoLRS - A vision for the future 




Appendix 1
Robin Turner 




By 2020, for Scottish MoLRS we will have:

Research

· A broad knowledge of what we have, building on FESP

· An Atlas of MoLRS, including typologies and regional and other variations

· Discovery of ‘MoLRS signatures’ through soil science and/or geophysics

· Mature inter-disciplinary partnerships between archaeology, documentary and oral history, vernacular architecture, environmental sciences, geophysics, and other disciplines

Understanding, value and awareness 

· A deep understanding of the social context of MoLRS from the viewpoint of ordinary people

· Appreciation of the intangible values of MoLRS

· Committed MoLRS Working Group to champion this increasingly significant facet of our past.

· Enthusiastic public participation in the conservation, recording and understanding of MoLRS

· MoLRS history of development and change and the reasons behind them

· Numerous areas of the 5-14 and senior secondary education curricula which use the information we gain from MoLRS

· Vibrant university research into MoLRS, and incorporation to undergraduate courses in History, Ethnography, Scottish Studies and Archaeology

· Wide public awareness of MoLRS and their significance to us today

Management and conservation

· Integration of MoLRS sites and systems (including natural resources) into agri-environment schemes and other incentives, for social, economic and environmental benefit

· Landscape-scale protection of the best MoLRS systems

Attendance at the MoLRS working group meeting on Thursday 1st May:

Derek Alexander, National Trust for Scotland

John Atkinson, GUARD

Malcolm Bangor-Jones

David Bowler, SUAT
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Piers Dixon, RCAHMS

Richard Fawcett, Historic Scotland

Sarah Govan, Historic Scotland

Strat Halliday, RCAHMS

Jill Harden, National Trust for Scotland

John Harrison

Heather James, GUARD

John Lawson, City of Edinburgh Council

Rory MacDonald, Scottish Borders Council 

Lesley Macinnes, Historic Scotland

Lorna Main, Stirling Council

Rod McCullagh, Historic Scotland

Edwina Proudfoot

Alastair Rees, CFA Archaeology Ltd

John Shaw, National Museums of Scotland

Ian Shepherd, Aberdeenshire Council
Bridget Simpson, East Lothian Council

Ian Simpson, University of Stirling

Andrea Smith, Historic Scotland

Katinka Stentoft, AOC (Scotland) Ltd

Jack Stevenson, RCAHMS

Sabina Strachan, Historic Scotland

Richard Tipping, University of Stirling

Jonathan Wordsworth, Council for Scottish Archaeology

Tim Yarnell, Forestry Commission

Robin Turner, National Trust for Scotland
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