

Historic Rural Settlement Group

(formerly Medieval or Later Rural Settlement Working Group)

Field Training Course in Survey Techniques

Glen Banchor, Newtonmore, Speyside

10th-11th September 2005

The Historic Rural Settlement Group’s third annual field training course will be held on Speyside in mid September. The event will, as before, concentrate on the identification and recording of rural settlement remains in the landscape, using techniques and equipment widely available to non-professional fieldworkers. Each participant will receive one day’s instruction in the use of a plane table to produce a drawing of a single building, and spend one day looking at the identification, interpretation and summary recording of settlement remains in the wider landscape. The intention is to boost the skills and knowledge of participants to enable them to tackle recording with increased confidence. The course will also provide an opportunity to work with experienced professional archaeologists and surveyors in an informal atmosphere.

Themes to be covered include:

Introduction to plane tabling, including the mechanics of plotting features;

Interpretation of building remains, and techniques for depicting those interpretations;

Identification and summary recording of settlement remains, and of historic elements of the surrounding landscape;

Introduction to the techniques of palaeo-environmental sampling and pollen analysis;

Use of hand held GPS equipment;

Use of other sources, particularly aerial photographs and early maps.

Staffing and numbers The course will be led by experienced fieldworkers from RCAHMS and the University of Stirling. As before, places are limited to twelve.

Accommodation and food Participants are asked to make their own arrangements for accommodation and to bring packed lunches. There is a wide variety of accommodation in the Newtonmore area. If there is demand, we shall arrange a table for dinner on the Saturday night at a local establishment. 

Cost The cost will be £15 for the weekend.

Contact If you would like to attend, please contact Steve Boyle at RCAHMS by email (steve.boyle@rcahms.gov.uk) or by phone (0131-662-1456) as soon as possible.
