THE HISTORIC RURAL SETTLEMENT RESEARCH GROUP

HISTORIC RURAL SETTLEMENT 

AROUND THE CLYDE SEAWAYS
CONFERENCE AND FIELD EXCURSION
FINAL ANNOUNCEMENT  

ROTHESAY, ISLE OF BUTE
SATURDAY MAY 12TH 2007: 9.30 AM TO 6.00 PM

Introduction


The Historic Rural Settlement Group is an amalgam of professional and voluntary groups and individuals concerned to cultivate and improve the understanding and valuing of, and caring for, Scotland’s historic rural settlements for the wide benefit of present and future generations.  We are pleased to announce the latest in a series of annual conferences and field visits to regions of Scotland.  In May 2007 we are going ‘doon the watter’ to visit the delightful and fascinating Isle of Bute for the weekend.  The day of the meeting will comprise a 1/2 day conference in the morning (9.30 am to 12.45 pm) and an afternoon visit (2.00 to 6.00 pm) to recently studied sites on the island.  Our hosts, the members of the Buteshire Natural History Society, will be pleased to show us their long-established work in recording the buildings and farming landscapes that are abundant across the island.  We should anticipate some delightful sea views and interesting archaeology.  As in past conferences, the meeting is on one day, SATURDAY MAY 12TH 2007.  
Travel and Accommodation


You may want to make a weekend of the trip, and in this case the Tourist Office in the Discovery Centre, Rothesay (08707 200619) will be happy to handle enquiries concerning accommodation.  You can also make the trip to Rothesay for the day.  The relevant times for travel by Calmac ferry from Wemyss Bay to Rothesay (with connections to Glasgow Central Railway Station) are:
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The relevant times for travel by Calmac ferry from Colintraive to Rhubodach are:
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Further details are available on www.calmac.co.uk .  There is no need to bring a car: the conference venue at The Library of the Bute Museum in Rothesay is a short walk from the quay (see map below), and travel during the field excursion will be provided (within the registration fee) by coach.    
The Conference

 
The conference will be held at The Library of the Bute Museum in Rothesay.  
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Registration will be from 9.30 am.  Guest speakers represent both the professional ranks and colleagues representing local societies, focusing on many aspects of past life around the Clyde Seaways.  
Programme


Chair: Robin Turner (National Trust for Scotland)

9.55–10.00: Welcome from Donald Kinnear, President of the Buteshire Natural
History Society
10.00–10.25: Chris Lowe (Headland Archaeology Ltd.): Recent Excavations on

Inchmarnoch, Bute
10.25–10.50: Edwina Proudfoot will introduce Angus Hannah (Buteshire Natural
History Society): Early historic rural settlement patterns on Bute

10.50- 11.15: Coffee/tea and biscuits


Chair: Richard Tipping (Stirling University)

11.15-11.40: Peter Quelch: Trees, people and woodland archaeology in

western Scotland
11.40-12.05: Representative from the Cowal Archaeological Society (tba):
New work on the Cowal Peninsula
12.05-12.30: Chris Dalglish (Glasgow University): The Archaeology of the
Landed Estate in the Southern and Central Highlands
12.30-12.45: Tertia Barnett (Scotlands’ Rural Past Project): Your country needs

you! The Scotlands’ Rural Past Project.

Lunch unfortunately cannot be provided, but Rothesay has many teashops, cafes and hostelries.

The Field Excursion


We will meet at the Museum at 2.00 pm for a coach excursion to Kingaven and St. Blane’s Chapel, in the south of the island near Kilchattan Bay, a locality being investigated by members of the Buteshire Natural History Society .  This will involve some walking along tracks, and so you should bring walking boots (and waterproofs – you never know), but the terrain is not difficult.  If you cannot attend the field excursion, there are many sites of historic interest in Rothesay itself, including the Museum, Rothesay Castle, the Discovery Centre and Mount Stuart.  We will return to Rothesay for 6.00 pm to catch ferries returning to the mainland.

Evening Reception


To round off the day, we are all invited by the Buteshire Natural History Society to an evening reception in the Museum Library in Rothesay, to begin at 7.30 pm.   
Registration

On the final page of this announcement there is a registration form to allow you to register in advance. There needs to be a charge of £20.00 per person, necessary to cover the hire of facilities and refreshments.  If you would like to register your interest in this meeting, please reply by returning the downloadable form to:

Dr. Richard Tipping, School of Biological and Environmental Sciences,

University of Stirling, Stirling FK9 4LA (e-mail: rt1@stir.ac.uk).
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I am interested in attending the conference and field excursion
..........

Please inform Dr. Tipping in your reply if you anticipate difficulties in access to buildings or the countryside: thank you.    

I am interested in attending the conference but cannot attend 

the field excursion







........... 

Please place me on an e-mailing list for future Group events: 

I give you permission to store my address



........... 

NAME
.....................................................................................................................

ADDRESS
..........................................................................................................



..........................................................................................................



..........................................................................................................

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if available) ...............................................................................

I enclose a cheque for £20.00 made payable to the 

‘Historic Rural Settlement Trust’



......................................

Please acknowledge receipt of this payment

......................................

Please reply to:

Dr. Richard Tipping

School of Biological and Environmental Sciences,

University of Stirling,

Stirling FK9 4LA.

e-mail: rt1@stir.ac.uk  

